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Grand jury looks into Health Dept. 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


The unfolding scandal at 
the Oklahoma Health Depart- 
ment took a new turn Thursday 
when the state’s multicounty 
grand jury began investigating 
who is to blame for the finan- 
cial mismanagement there. 

The investigation could 
result in criminal charges 
against former officials next 
year. 

Grand jurors conduct their 
investigations in closed ses- 


sions, but two former officials 
were seen arriving at their 
meeting place Thursday morn- 
ing. 

Julie Cox-Kain, the former 
senior deputy commissioner 
at the Health Department, and 
Felesha Scanlan, the former 
business planning director, 
were accompanied by attor- 
neys. 

Both left with their attorneys 
shortly after arriving, an indi- 
cation that they either refused 
to testify or their testimony 
was delayed. They left without 
commenting. 


Also seen arriving at the 
grand jury were a number of 
accountants working for state 
Auditor Gary Jones and Mike 
Romero, the Health Depart- 
ment’s chief financial offi- 
cer. Those witnesses left after 
about four hours. 

Accountants from the state 
auditor’s office likely were 
called before the grand jury 
because Jones is doing aninves- 
tigative audit of the Health 
Department at the request of 
Attorney General Mike Hunter. 


SEE HEALTH, 2A 


House panel subpoenas 
3 in the executive branch 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


Three executive branch offi- 
cials were sent subpoenas Thurs- 
day to answer questions about 
financial mismanagement at the 
Oklahoma State Department 


of Health. The subpoenas were 
issued by state Rep. Josh Cockroft, 
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Members of the Chickasaw Nation Dance Troupe, from left, Jesse Lindsey, Cotie Land- 


caster, Buddy Parchcorn and Julie Underwood, perform a dance Thursday at the closing 
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— The celebration 


event for Native American Heritage Month at the University of Central Oklahoma. 
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Cotie Landcaster, with the Chickasaw Nation Dance Troupe, adjust tortoise shells on 


her ankles before performing a dance. 


of Native American Heritage 
Month at the University of 
Central Oklahoma concluded 
Thursday at the Chickasaw 
Plaza at Old North. 

The UCO Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion marked Native 
American Heritage Month with 
a series of activities, speakers 
and social events. 

The closing event featured 
the Chickasaw Nation Dance 
Troupe. 

The troupe was formed in 
1992 to educate, preserve and 
restore Chickasaw dance tra- 
ditions. The dancers share the 
ancient arts of shell shaking, 
stomp dancing and songs with 
people at universities, festi- 
vals and ceremonial gatherings 
across the nation. They serve as 
a goodwill ambassador for the 
tribe, according to the Chicka- 
saw Nation website. 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Dear God, help us to honor You 
in all that we say and do, and 
put You first in our lives. Amen. 
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chairman of the Oklahoma House 
of Representatives Special Inves- 
tigation Committee, to Interim 
Health Commissioner Preston 
Doerflinger; Denise Northrup, act- 
ing director of the Office of Man- 
agement and Enterprise Services; 
and Chris Benge, who serves as 
Gov. Mary Fallin’s chief of staff. 
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OKC may 
return to 
traditional 
school 
calendar 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


Oklahoma City Public 
Schools’ continuous calendar — 
with its early August start date 
and two-week breaks in October 
and March — is once again up for 
debate. 

The school board will consider 
its merits Monday night. 

While most families, teach- 
ers and school district officials 
prefer the existing model, which 
includes a three-week win- 
ter break, opinions vary among 
board members. Rebecca Budd 
said the cash-strapped school 
district could save $1 million in 
utility and other costs over time 
by moving the start date back 
about three weeks. About half 
of that amount — $500,000 
— could be used to fund much- 
needed counselors and remedial 
specialists, Budd said Thursday. 

“The reality is we don’t have 
enough for textbooks, for rea- 
sonable class sizes, for coun- 
selors,” she said. “How can we 
pass up opportunities to pro- 
vide resources to teachers and 
students by continuing with a 
calendar that has shown no aca- 
demic benefits.” 

A traditional calendar has a 
later start date, a longer summer 
break and fewer breaks during 
the school year. Both continuous 
and traditional calendars require 
students to be in class the same 
number of days. 

Board member Charles Henry 
said the current calender’s 
lengthy breaks rob students 
of valuable instructional time 
before state testing begins in 
April. 

“I think there are too many 
days off. We need to reduce 
those days so that we can maxi- 
mize those days for the pur- 
pose of testing,” Henry said. 
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